“We react, consciously and unconsciously, to the places
where we live and work...These places have an impact on
our sense of self, our sense of safety, the kind of work we
get done...in short, the places where we spend our time
affect the people we are and can become.” – Tony Hiss
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Celebrating a Decade of Real Estate for Social Change
This year marks Build with Purpose’s
10 year anniversary! We will be celebrating
this milestone on Thursday, June 6th at
Rutgers Gardens in New Brunswick, NJ
from 6-9pm and hope that you will join us.
In just ten years, Build with Purpose
has grown from a one person shop
housed in a converted garage, to a staff
of ten now operating out of the Metuchen
Nonprofit Center. Along the way we’ve
improved neighborhoods and revitalized
communities by restoring community assets
and redeveloping vacant and underutilized
facilities. Over the years we’ve transformed
warehouses (and even a former bowling
alley) into schools, vacant churches and
convents into affordable housing for seniors
and homeless veterans and abandoned
urban lots into thriving gardens and outdoor
community spaces. We’ve developed 25
nonprofit real estate projects and secured
over $120 million in financing that have
improved communities and directly
impacted the lives of over six thousand
people across New Jersey and beyond.
Throughout the past year, in
recognition of our tenth year we held
a series of 10 community events that
will culminate in our 10th anniversary
celebration on June 6. Our “10 for 10”
campaign included community garden
plantings, volunteer days, an outdoor movie
night, and a backpack drive that provided
500 kids in need with backpacks filled with
school supplies.
In addition to celebrating our successes
and impact over the past ten years, we
will also be honoring 10 individuals with
the Cornerstone Award at the June 6th
event. Honorees were selected based upon

their critical
contributions to
the organization
and their
passion and
commitment
to Build with
Purpose’s
mission. Cornerstone Honorees include:
Deborah DeSantis, Corporation for
Supportive Housing; Lori Dibble, Paradise
Park Homeowners Association; Jessani
Gordon, NJ Department of Education;
Jennifer Langer, Amerigroup; Michael
Lubben, Gibbons P.C.; Rick Pressler, NJ
Charter Schools Association; Steve Ramiza,
LAN Associates; David Scheck, City
National Bank; Karen Thomas, Marion P.
Thomas Charter School; and Andrew Zezas,
Real Estate Strategies Corporation.
We are also thrilled to have Tony
Hiss, the award winning author of The
Experience of Place, as our guest speaker.
Hiss was a staff writer at The New Yorker
for more than 30 years and is currently a
Visiting Scholar at NYU’s Robert F. Wagner
Graduate School of Public Service. The
National Recreation and Park Association
awarded Hiss its 1995 National Literary
Award for a lifetime of “spellbinding
and poignant” writing about “how our
environments, modes of travel, and other
aspects of the American landscape affect
our lives.”
The event also includes tours of
Rutgers Gardens and a student art auction.
Visit www.bwpurpose.org for tickets and
sponsorship information. Thank you for
your support over the past decade and we
look forward to celebrating with you soon!

Dear Friends,
We here at Build with Purpose find
ourselves in the midst of a milestone. We
incorporated in March 2003, and we’re
currently commemorating our 10th
anniversary.
Over the last few months, we’ve spent a
great deal of time thinking about our first ten
years and considering the next five. We’re
soon to release our “Decade Report” speaking
to where we’ve been, and we’re developing a
prospectus to attract the social, intellectual and
financial capital to help us succeed in the years
ahead.
However, amidst all of this financial and
strategic planning, we don’t want to lose sight
of what this work is all about. It’s about
(re)building community both within the Build
with Purpose community as well as across the
neighborhoods where we work. It’s about
(re)imagining places for people to live and
gather, work and learn.
And our work is also about bringing
people together, to share ideas, dreams,
support and encouragement. And we’re
excited about one night in particular, June
6th from 6-9PM at Rutgers Gardens. We
imagine a warm and inviting collection of
staff, colleagues and partners coming together
to say “Thank You!” for ten wonderful years
of incredibly hard yet powerful work. We
hope that you will consider joining us as part
of our community and allow us a chance to
say thank you for your years of support and
encouragement.

Brian Keenan,

Director & President

Keith Timko

Director & CEO
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DID YOU KNOW?
Affordable Housing and the Aging of America
While January 1, 2011 marked the
beginning of a new year and decade, it also
marked the first day that Baby Boomers turned
65, setting off the largest population growth of
seniors in US history. Probably the most wellknown American generation, Baby Boomers
are those born between January 1st, 1946 and
December 31st, 1964. Since that first day
of January in 2011, every day 10,000 Baby
Boomers have turned 65. This will continue to
happen every day for the next 18 years.
The widely held opinion is that seniors
are among the wealthiest demographic in our
nation. However, a recent Employee Benefit
Research Institute (EBRI) study shows a
growing number of Americans are spending their
retirement years in poverty as they spend down

their savings as they age. This percentage has
been growing steadily since 2005. Additionally,
here are some alarming facts about seniors from
the US Census and EBRI study:

• 10,000 people turn 65 each day in the US
• 40.3 million Americans were 65+ in 2010
• 88.5 million Americans will be 65+ in 2050
• 35% of seniors rely entirely on Social Security
• 10% of seniors live below the poverty line
For New Jersey, the aging population is of
particular concern since according to a University
of Massachusetts report, the state is ranked the

fifth most expensive for seniors overall and 2nd
highest in the nation for housing costs and health
care costs. The US Census reports a total of 1.2
million seniors in the state and according to the NJ
Foundation on Aging, about one third rely solely
on social security (about $1,200/month) and
while most seniors prefer to stay in their homes,
many in NJ cannot afford to do so. As more
and more seniors in NJ struggle to make ends
meet, especially when it comes to housing, Build
with Purpose is working to improve affordable
housing options for seniors in the state. Our first
affordable senior housing residence, which will be
home to 25 seniors, will be opening this summer
(see Spotlight article). To meet the growing need,
we plan to replicate this model of unsubsidized
affordable senior housing throughout the state.

HAPPENINGS AT BUILD WITH PURPOSE
Welcome New Staff!

Charter School Outreach

We are excited to
welcome two new staff
members to the Build
with Purpose family.
Joining us in March,
Gina Principato (right)
is the Residence Manager at The Senior
Residence at St. Peter the Apostle in River
Edge, and hails from the neighboring town
of Oradell (read more about the residence
in the Project Spotlight). Also, joining the
staff at The Senior Residence is Shelley
Edelson (left), an elder
care specialist for over
15 years, who will be
handling Marketing
and Community
Relations for the
residence. A long-time Bergen County
resident, Shelley has a long-standing
career in senior housing, having worked at
several senior residences in Bergen County,
including Heritage Pointe of Teaneck and
Classic Residence, also in Teaneck.

Build with Purpose played a key role in
this years’ New Hampshire Charter Schools
Conference. We helped new charter schools
in the state learn about planning for their
facilities and financing. In April, Build with
Purpose offered technical assistance sessions
at the NJ Charter Schools Conference.
Build with Purpose will also be presenting
at the National Charter Schools Conference
in Washington D.C. in late June in an
effort to share our knowledge with schools
throughout the Northeast.
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Free Little Library
Build with Purpose, in conjunction with
the Literacy Volunteers of New Jersey,
has installed the first Little Free Library in
Central NJ. In
the heart of
Metuchen on
Main Street, the
miniature house
sits outside

the Metuchen Nonprofit Center, inviting
passersby to take or donate a book. The
idea not only promotes literacy, but also
community, becoming a literary meeting
place for the neighborhood.

Welcome New Board Members
Build with Purpose has welcomed three new
board members over the past few months.
David Ricci, a Chartered Financial Analyst
and fixed income investment manager,
brings a wealth of financial expertise and
knowledge to the board. Bill Vreeland,
an executive and corporate lawyer for
AIG joined the board in the fall. Bill
most recently has worked as part of the
company’s “Fed Readiness Project” coleading the firm-wide evaluation of policy
management practices. We also welcomed
Jenny-Ann Kershner, who joined the Board
as Secretary. Jenny-Ann is the Director for
Development for the NJ Health Foundation.
Previously, she was a program manager
with The Fund for NJ and brings a range of
development experience.

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT
Bringing Affordable Senior Housing to Bergen County
The once empty former convent
of St. Peter the Apostle Church in River
Edge, NJ will soon be welcoming
its new residents. Since the fall of
2012, Build with Purpose has been
working diligently to bring the vacant
facility back to life by redeveloping the
convent into affordable housing for seniors. The Senior Residence at
St. Peter the Apostle will welcome its new residents this summer.
Located adjacent to St. Peter the Apostle Church and Van
Saun Park in Bergen County, The Senior Residence is a small and
intimate facility of 25 providing independent seniors with much of
the same care and services provided in traditional for-profit assisted
living at more affordable rates. Amenities include: three meals a day,
housekeeping, transportation, recreation, private rooms and 24-hour
on-site staff. In addition, the residence has a large dining room with
a commercial kitchen and several warm and welcoming community
spaces including a large living room, library, a sun porch as well as a
fitness room. Monthly costs at The Senior Residence start at $1,700,
a fraction of the state average of $4,286 for assisted living facilities.
The concept for the senior residence came from Build with
Purpose’s desire to provide seniors with a welcoming, safe and
comfortable place to live at more affordable rates than traditional
assisted-living communities. “We’ve come to learn that many seniors
can’t afford or simply don’t want to live alone, and many can’t afford
the high cost of traditional for-profit assisted living facilities.” said
Brian Keenan, Director & President of Build with Purpose. “We
think this approach will help to fill the gap between living alone and
assisted living.”
Working closely with the Archdiocese of Newark, Build with
Purpose secured a long-term lease for the building from St. Peter’s
Church. Build will have staff on site including a residence manager
and full-time cook. In addition, Assisting Hands of Bergen County
will provide 24-hour personal care aides on site and will offer
individual support for those residents needing additional assistance,
at an added cost.
Built in 1952, the convent was once home to the Sisters
of Religious
Teachers
Filippini, until
their declining
numbers forced
them to relocate to
a smaller building.
The convent was
subsequently used
as senior

The Senior Residence, 415 5th Ave. River Edge, NJ
housing for several years before becoming vacant once again.
Most recently, the convent served as the administrative offices of a
Catholic Charities adult day center until they vacated the building
last year.
The Senior Residence is the first project within a larger Build
with Purpose initiative to repurpose vacant convents into supportive,
affordable housing for seniors and persons with disabilities.
Improving and expanding affordable housing options for seniors
is especially important as a growing number of Americans are
spending their retirement years in poverty as they spend down their
savings as they age. This situation is of great concern particularly
in New Jersey which was ranked the fifth most expensive state for
seniors according to a University of Massachusetts report. According
to the New Jersey Foundation for Aging, nearly a third rely solely on
social security.
“There are a number of vacant older convents that are
underutilized real estate,” said Keenan. “Converting them into
senior housing certainly makes a great deal of sense given the aging
population we have.” The repurposing of vacant convents benefits
seniors, residents, the parishes and the community as a whole.
Build with Purpose has been renovating the property since
December with tremendous support from volunteers including
members of St. Peter the Apostle Church, Bergen County volunteer
networks, Jersey Cares volunteers and our very own Board, staff,
family members and friends. Volunteers have worked tirelessly
removing old furniture, carpet and debris and painting throughout
the building as well as gardening. Build also received a $15,000
grant from Columbia Bank Foundation that supported renovations to
the community spaces and model units for open houses.
For more information, to visit or volunteer, please visit The
Senior Residence online at www.StPetersResidence.org or contact
Gina at 201-225-0707.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

with guest speaker

Tony Hiss

Thursday, June 6, 2013
6-9pm
Rutgers Gardens, New Brunswick, NJ
More information at www.bwpurpose.org

Nonprofit Office Space
For Rent
Metuchen Nonprofit Center
732-635-1000 x155

THANK YOU
TO OUR FUNDERS

The Bodman Foundation
Columbia Bank Foundation
The Hyde and Watson
Foundation
Stop and Shop Foundation
Walmart Foundation

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Brian M. Keenan,
President

Jason Kirin, Treasurer
Jenny-Ann Kershner,
Secretary
Catherine Syslo, Chair
Michael J. Lubben, Esq.,
Trustee
David M. Scheck, Trustee
Bill Vreeland, Trustee
David Ricci, Trustee

W W W.BWP U RP O S E.O RG I P HO NE: 732-635-1000 I FAX: 732-635-2000
OUR MISSION: Build with Purpose’s mission is to build sustainable organizations and
healthy, vibrant communities.
Build with Purpose is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. To support Build with Purpose
send your tax-deductible donation to Build with Purpose at the address above.

A HUGE THANKS TO OUR DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS!
The staff and board of Build with Purpose sincerely thank everyone who contributed to our yearend annual appeal. With your support we raised nearly $10,000! We are also so grateful for the
many volunteers who have helped us over the past few months-from planting community gardens
to helping with renovations at The Senior Residence. We could not have done this work without
your helping hands. THANK YOU!!

THANKS TO OUR FUNDERS
Build with Purpose thanks all of our funders who have supported us over the past few months. In
December, Columbia Bank Foundation, awarded Build $15,000 to support our efforts expanding
affordable housing options for seniors through the repurposing of convents. We’ve also received
funding from The Hyde and Watson Foundation to help with renovations to the Metuchen
Nonprofit Center and Walmart Foundation and Stop and Shop Foundation for our Garden State
Schools Initiative, a program focused on increasing healthy food options in schools in low-income
urban communities. Thanks for helping us to have a greater impact on the communities and
families we serve!

THANK YOU TO OUR 10TH ANNIVERSARY SPONSORS!
As our 10th anniversary celebration on June 6 approaches, we want to thank our event sponsors:
•
•
•
•

Gold Sponsor: PSE&G Foundation
Silver Sponsors: LAN Associates, NJ Charter Schools Association, RBC Capital Markets
Bronze Sponsors: E. Glanz Associates, Gibbons PC, GLUCK+, NJ Community Capital
Garden Tour Sponsor: Sun National Bank

Sponsorships for the event are still available. Please visit www.bwpurpose.org for information on
sponsorships, advertising and to purchase tickets to the event.

