“We react, consciously and unconsciously, to the places where
we live and work...These places have an impact on our sense
of self, our sense of safety, the kind of work we get done...in
short, the places where we spend our time aﬀect the people we
are and can become.” – Tony Hiss
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high-Performing Schools and home Values
For a decade now, Build with Purpose
(Build) has been committed to building
high-performing schools for two main
reasons: first, we believe it is in the nation’s
interest that all children have access to
the best possible education and secondly,
we believe that the single best way to
ensure a community’s long-term wellbeing, stabilize its population, and create
jobs and community wealth is to ensure
that communities have high-performing
schools. Ten years later, it turns out The
Brookings Institution has concluded the
same.
By comparing school population
and standardized testing data for over
80,000 schools in 2010 and 2011, Jonathan
Rothwell, an Associate Fellow and Senior
Research Analyst with the Metropolitan
Policy Program at The Brookings Institution
concluded that “nationwide, the average
low-income student attends a school
that scores at the 42nd percentile on
state exams, while the average middle/
high-income student attends a school
that scores at the 61st percentile on state
exams. This school test-score gap is even
wider between black and Latino students
and white students.”
Charter schools which allow for a
district-wide or regional base of students
are one way to start chipping away at this
racial and economic achievement gap.
As Rothwell suggests, “Across the 100
largest metropolitan areas, housing costs
an average of 2.4 times as much, or nearly
$11,000 more per year, near a high-scoring
public school than near a low-scoring
public school. This housing cost gap
reflects that home values are $205,000
higher on average in the neighborhoods
of high-scoring versus low-scoring schools.
Near high-scoring schools, typical homes
have 1.5 additional rooms and the share of
housing units that are rented is roughly

30 percentage points lower than in
neighborhoods near low-scoring schools.”
So what can we do about this? As
Rothwell notes in the article, we need to
fix the zoning laws and housing market
regulations that “prohibit all but the very
aﬄuent from enrolling their children in
high-scoring public schools in order to
promote individual social mobility and
broader economic security.” And while it’s
no surprise that most buyers select homes
based upon proximity to good schools,
the process of exclusionary zoning and
school districting—both of which need
to be looked at more closely—often
further segregation and allow for greater
inequality in public services like education.
And lastly, while these institutional
practices need to be looked at, there
is now a sound basis of research that
demonstrates that low-income students
benefit from attending higher scoring
schools. And for the educational reformers
who have brought and continue to bring
higher scoring schools—many of which
are charter schools—to low-income
neighborhoods, we need to continue the
fight on this front as well.
To read the Brookings article,
Housing Costs, Zoning, and Access to
High-Scoring Schools, in full go to:
http://www.brookings.edu/
papers/2012/0419_school_inequality_
rothwell.aspx

Dear Friends,
While news reports and surveys
suggest that the US economic outlook is
brightening, it’s no secret that nonprofits
have suffered greatly in this economic
downturn. The Giving USA Foundation
and the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana
University report that “2008 and 2009 saw
the largest drops in giving in more than
40 years as a result of the Great Recession.”
Donations and sponsorships have started to
improve, but it’s clear that this is a new era
for the sector. So let’s not waste this crisis.
Every nonprofit conference over the past
decade has promoted collaboration. We talk
about strategic alliances and mergers, but
have we moved any further down that path?
Let’s actually do something about it.
Let’s start doing something about sharing
space and creating nonprofit centers
that can become part of the fabric of our
communities. Let’s set a goal for sharing
back oﬃce or programmatic services to
save money and more eﬃciently further our
missions. Let’s start participating in group
purchasing efforts for nonprofits instead of
going it alone.
There really are countless ways that
we as a sector can work together and be
stronger. But until we make it a priority, set
deadlines, and hold ourselves accountable
for doing something about it, all of the talk
about collaboration will be just that…talk.
Let’s hope that is not the case.

Brian Keenan,
Director and
President

Keith Timko,
Director and
CEO
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Building Capacity Through the Jesuit Volunteer Corps
About 3oo organizations across the
world rely on the support of nearly 350 Jesuit
Volunteers (JVs) to provide essential services.
Collectively, these organizations save a total
of approximately $6 million each year when
compared to regular salary and benefits.
Similar to programs such as AmeriCorps,
the Jesuit Volunteer Corps (JVC) offers
individuals an opportunity to work full-time for
justice and peace. JVC partners with agencies
that offer direct service to marginalized
individuals and communities with placements
lasting one to two years. JVs work as teachers
and community organizers, in health and legal
fields, with the elderly and people who are
physically and mentally challenged. They live
in a group setting with fellow JVs, and reside in
the same communities of those they serve. They

commit to living a simple lifestyle—one focused
on persons and relationships rather than on
objects and acquisitions. To do this, they live
on a restricted budget with minimal disposable

Jesuit Volunteers by the Numbers:
•
•
•

340 JVs working with 289 agencies
48 JV community homes in 38 US
cities
$6 million in combined savings
compared to regular salary and benefits

income. For nonprofits operating on limited
budgets, the JV program offers the opportunity
for a full time staff person at a very low cost,
about $12,000-15,000 per year.

For the past two years, Build with Purpose
has been fortunate to have a Jesuit Volunteer
as part of our team. Having a JV has been a
tremendous asset to our organization. Our
first JV spearheaded our Garden State Schools
Initiative and coordinated four school garden
installations during the 2010-2011 school year.
Our current JV, Rose Grummer-Strawn, worked
to distribute 4,000 backpacks to kids in need
and has continued to operate our GSSI program
with two schools installing gardens this year.
Build is excited to expand our partnership with
the JVC by working to secure a new home
for the Newark JV program which has been
operating in Newark since 1975.
For more information, visit www.
jesuitvolunteers.org.

hAPPeNiNgS At BUilD With PUrPoSe

Welcome to Our New CFO
We are excited to welcome a Chief
Financial Oﬃcer,
Candace Faunce,
to the Build with
Purpose staff. The
introduction of
the CFO position
reflects our growth
as we continue to expand our lines of
business and develop more complex real
estate projects. Before joining the Build
with Purpose team, Faunce was the CFO for
New Jersey Community Capital for 10 years
where she was responsible for managing
the financial and risk assessment processes
as well as the capital structure of the
organization. Ms. Faunce previously
worked as a Senior Accountant in public
accounting where she was responsible for
the planning, supervision and completion
of accounting, tax and audit engagements.
She has extensive background in nonprofit
accounting and auditing including
evaluating and improving internal
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control systems. She graduated from the
University of Delaware with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Accounting and earned
her CPA license in 1982.

School Gardens
Through our Garden State Schools
Initiative, Build with Purpose is working
with two New Jersey schools this year
to build gardens and implement related
curriculum. Working in partnership with
the nonprofit, City Green, the program
aims to increase access to healthy foods
in low-income urban areas through
the building of school and community
gardens. The program also works to
connect schools with local community
health and food resources. In April,
students
and staff at
Sussex County
Charter School
for Technology
gathered
to build a
butterfly

garden. A vegetable garden will be
planted in late spring. Marion P. Thomas
Charter School, located in Newark, will
be transforming an adopted vacant lot
adjacent to their middle school into a
thriving garden space. The multi-phase
garden installation will take place during
the 2012-2013 school year.

Helping Charter Schools in
Massachusetts
Over the past few months, Build with
Purpose has been helping charter schools
in Massachusetts assess their facility needs
and growth plans and helping with long
range facility and financial planning. We
have worked with three charter schools
including a new school that opened in
September of 2011 with just over 70
students in pre-K and Kindergarten,
an established school serving over 500
middle and high school students and a
cooperative charter school serving 165
students in grades K-8.

Project SPOTlight

Paradise Lost
Typically, we at Build with Purpose like to use this section to
highlight a successful project we’ve completed or have undertaken,
but as the saying goes; “You can’t win them all.” In this case not only
did we not win but as a result nearly 50 families and individuals will
lose their homes.
Paradise Park is an older mobile home park in Highlands,
NJ overlooking Raritan Bay and Sandy Hook. It is a picturesque,
safe and affordable place to live. The majority of the residents
have lived there for over 10 years, own their homes and pay
taxes. The community is mixed income and ranges from persons
living on social security disability to those with incomes high
enough to afford a second home. The population is mixed as well
with seniors, families with young children, disabled individuals
as well as hardworking fisherman, construction workers, etc. In
short the community is everything those of us in the community
development world work to recreate elsewhere.
By the nature of the housing stock, the community is affordable

(and unsubsidized) but unlike most other communities it is closeknit, everybody knows each other and looks out for one another.
Despite all of these qualities, Build was unsuccessful in securing the
funds necessary for the residents to purchase their community. Per a
court order they will have to vacate their homes, so the community
can be bulldozed to make way for high-end condos. Several years
ago a developer purchased the community and after a long, hard
legal battle the residents were finally given the right to purchase
their community per the law, but alas, they could not and did not.
No state agency would help, many banks tried, but Build could not
secure all the money needed.
Although we did everything possible to help this community,
the pain of this loss remains. Now 85 people- including seniors and
children- will lose their homes. A community will be demolished
and a group of hard-working, tax-paying, lower-income people will
be homeless.
This has been a painful process to watch, with people losing
their homes. But of course it is harder on those who live in Paradise
Park, the kids who will be displaced from their homes and schools,
the seniors who have lived there for decades, the disabled. Where
will they go? This was a very affordable and safe place to live. Our
kids are going to bed tonight in a warm and safe place, but not
the kids of Paradise Park. New Jersey is the wealthiest state in the
wealthiest country in the world. It is hard to believe we could not or
rather would not help our fellow New Jerseyians.

Fostering Partnerships Through Workshops
Sharing our knowledge through workshops, conferences
and webinars has become an integral part of our services. On
March 30th, Build with Purpose, in conjunction with United Way
of Hunterdon County, hosted a workshop for nonprofits in the
Hunterdon County area interested in sharing space and services.
The workshop was a success with almost a dozen groups interested
in co-locating, indicating the growing need and desire among
nonprofits for increased collaboration and consolidation of

operations and services.
Also in March, Build with Purpose’s Young Community
Development Professionals Association partnered with the New
Jersey Redevelopment Authority on a workshop, “Urban Design
Considerations,” as part of their Sustainability Series. The workshop
focused on emerging professionals, having young leaders in the
field teach others about their experiences around urban design.
Build with Purpose also had an active role at the NJ Charter
Schools Conference in March held in Atlantic City. Build with
Purpose staff presented at three workshops: The Green School:
Exploring the (Im)possibilities; Charter School Facilities: Myths and
Realities for School Expansion and Growth; and School Gardens 101.
During the first evening of the conference, we also hosted a cocktail
reception to help foster greater partnerships with attendees.
For more on our workshops and to download materials from
previous workshops, go to www.bwpurpose.org/community/
workshops-and-events.

3

Build with Purpose is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. To support Build with Purpose send your tax-deductible donation to Build
with Purpose at the address above .
Build with Purpose is a full-service, nonprofit real estate development and consulting firm with a focus on community and economic
development. Build with Purpose provides guidance and direct real estate development services to organizations seeking to develop real
estate to meet their organizational and client needs.
our mission: Build with Purpose’s mission is to build sustainable organizations and healthy, vibrant communities.
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Thank you
to our Funders
The Bodman Foundation
Edna Wardlaw Trust
The Hyde and Watson
Foundation
The Walmart Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

bOARD OF TRUSTEES
Brian M. Keenan,
President
Michael J. Lubben, Esq.,
Secretary
David M. Scheck,
Treasurer
Catherine Syslo, Chair
Jason Kirin, Trustee
Lori Matheus, Trustee

thank you to our supporters!
The staff and board of Build with Purpose sincerely thank all who supported our year-end
annual appeal. We were thrilled to see our donor base and the amount raised more than
double compared to last year. Your donations and support are most appreciated. Our sincere
thanks!

introducing our “conversation series”
Build with Purpose will be launching a six-part conversation series with experts in real estate
development, finance and law, beginning June 2012. Hosted by Brian Keenan, Build’s Director
and President, each conversation will be an in-depth interview allowing participants to gain a
greater understanding of the many facets of real estate development. Check our website for
the schedule and details.

celebrating our tenth year!
On March 28, 2012, Build with Purpose celebrated its ninth anniversary! In honor of our tenth
anniversary next year, we are planning a “10 for 10” Celebration – holding 10 events over the
next year, culminating in our tenth anniversary celebration next Spring. Check our website for
more information.

“"While they were saying among themselves it cannot be
done, it was done.”"
									

-Helen Keller

